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However, despite its logical consistency, natural selection was not accepted as a
necessary or sufficient explanation for adaptation until the "evolutionary synthesis” of the
mid-20th century, when knowledge from population and quantitative genetics, natural
history(e.g., biogeography, ecology, behavior), systematics, and paleontology merged to
form the unified theory of adaptive evolution known as neo-Darwinism. Since that time,
natural selection has been accepted as the universal mechanism leading to adaptation,

and the two terms have become so closely associated as to be almost tautological.

Adaptationist hypotheses are now fundamental to much of modern biology and are

becoming increasingly apparent in more disparate fields, such as anthropology, medicine,
biochemistry, and psychology(Futuyama, 1999).
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lead-lead_dating
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